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the care of patients at ESRD facilities; 
or 

(2) During the 5-year period prior to 
September 1, 1976, served for at least 12 
months as director of a dialysis or 
transplantation program; 

(3) In those areas where a physician 
who meets the definition in paragraph 
(1) or (2) of this definition is not avail-
able to direct a participating dialysis 
facility, another physician may direct 
the facility, subject to the approval of 
the Secretary. 

(f) Social worker. A person who is li-
censed, if applicable, by the State in 
which practicing, and 

(1) Has completed a course of study 
with specialization in clinical practice 
at, and holds a masters degree from, a 
graduate school of social work accred-
ited by the Council on Social Work 
Education; or 

(2) Has served for at least 2 years as 
a social worker, 1 year of which was in 
a dialysis unit or transplantation pro-
gram prior to September 1, 1976, and 
has established a consultative relation-
ship with a social worker who qualifies 
under paragraph (f)(1) of this defini-
tion. 

[41 FR 22511, June 3, 1976. Redesignated at 42 
FR 52826, Sept. 30, 1977, as amended at 43 FR 
48950, Oct. 19, 1978; 51 FR 30361, Aug. 26, 1986; 
53 FR 6547, Mar. 1, 1988; 55 FR 9575, Mar. 14, 
1990; 72 FR 15273, Mar. 30, 2007; 73 FR 20473, 
Apr. 15, 2008] 

§ 405.2110 Designation of ESRD net-
works. 

CMS designated ESRD networks in 
which the approved ESRD facilities 
collectively provide the necessary care 
for ESRD patients. 

(a) Effect on patient choice of facility. 
The designation of networks does not 
require an ESRD patient to seek care 
only through the facilities in the des-
ignated network where the patient re-
sides, nor does the designation of net-
works limit patient choice of physi-
cians or facilities, or preclude patient 
referral by physicians to a facility in 
another designated network. 

(b) Redesignation of networks. CMS 
will redesignate networks, as needed, 
to ensure that the designations are 
consistent with ESRD program experi-
ence, consistent with ESRD program 
objectives specified in § 405.2101, and 

compatible with efficient program ad-
ministration. 

[51 FR 30361, Aug. 26, 1986] 

§ 405.2111 [Reserved] 

§ 405.2112 ESRD network organiza-
tions. 

CMS will designate an administra-
tive governing body (network organiza-
tion) for each network. The functions 
of a network organization include but 
are not limited to the following: 

(a) Developing network goals for 
placing patients in settings for self- 
care and transplantation. 

(b) Encouraging the use of medically 
appropriate treatment settings most 
compatible with patient rehabilitation 
and the participation of patients, pro-
viders of services, and renal disease fa-
cilities in vocational rehabilitation 
programs. 

(c) Developing criteria and standards 
relating to the quality and appro-
priateness of patient care and, with re-
spect to working with patients, facili-
ties, and providers of services, for en-
couraging participation in vocational 
rehabilitation programs. 

(d) Evaluating the procedures used by 
facilities in the network in assessing 
patients for placement in appropriate 
treatment modalities. 

(e) Making recommendations to 
member facilities as needed to achieve 
network goals. 

(f) On or before July 1 of each year, 
submitting to CMS an annual report 
that contains the following informa-
tion: 

(1) A statement of the network goals. 
(2) The comparative performance of 

facilities regarding the placement of 
patients in appropriate settings for— 

(i) Self-care; 
(ii) Transplants; and 
(iii) Vocational rehabilitation pro-

grams. 
(3) Identification of those facilities 

that consistently fail to cooperate with 
the goals specified under paragraph 
(f)(1) of this section or to follow the 
recommendations of the medical re-
view board. 

(4) Identification of facilities and 
providers that are not providing appro-
priate medical care. 
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